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Type of Story: Mystery 
Setting: Small town, Present 

Matt Randall has that common summer holiday affliction: nothing to do. A 
mysterious post card, with its rhyming message, ends his boredom by sending him 
off on a treasure hunt which leads him to a few thrills, a new friend, and his heart's 
desire. 

Despite the very few illustrations, and these in black and white, even the 
youngestchildren found this an engaging and compelling story to listen to or read to 
themselves. They thought the development of the characters of Matt and his new 
friend, David, was realistic. Readers aiso enjoyed figuring out the clues which are 
reproduced as they would have appeared to Matt. These clues were easy without 
being too obvious. Readers found the whole book exciting and suspenseful, with 
moments of humour. Especially popular was the visit to the punk hairdresser where 
Matt had his hair sculpted into a purple flamingo as part of his detecting. 

A fast-moving mystery, for children aged 7 to 10. 

'The treasure Matt finds is friendship." Reader #1389, 9 year did girl. 

'The boys seemed to be like me." Reader #2083,8 year old boy 

--r, 

illk.e.*.YReader #1744,10 year old girl. 

"Boys would do things like that." Reader #1953,8 year old girl. 

"Is there a treasure? You'll find out if you read W=T%%k+ Reader #2023, 
10 year old girl. 

.IR" 'Reader #1710,8 year old girl. 

"1 learned wheretherearesome hiding spots so Ican rnakea treasure huntforafriend." 
Reader #2023,10 year old girl. 

"It really could be real, like itsays. . . . ljust liked it. I wanted togo on reading. "Reader 
#1894,7 year old boy. 

'The pictures aren't really important compared to the words." Reader #I952 7 year 
old boy. 

"C, finished this book on his own (we had started reading it together) even though 
reading something of this length is new to him. That speaks well for thestory, I think." 
Parent of Reader #1952,7 year old boy. 

* 
a g a U R e a d e r  #1324,8 year old boy. 


