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Which a m  I ?  Big w h e n  I can dress  myself o r  little w h e n  I can't reach the  
!evator  b u t t o n ?  Such a re  the  contradictions a young  child faces - sometimes 
~ i n g  little in t e rms  of size and behaviour; sometimes being big when  his 
tions a re  thoughtful  and  responsible. 

Readers  could easily identify with the very appealing little boy in this 
s tory,  and many gave instances f rom their o\vn lives toprove  that  they too were 
bo th  big and little a t  t h e  s a m e  time. Some were  also pleased to  learn tha t  o ther  
children have the same problems they d o  o n  their  way t o  being big, such as 
occasionally wett ing their  beds. Several of the large, colourful pictures were  
mentioned as  highlights by various readers  w h o  recognized daily activities. 
Slightly older children found  t h e  book easy enough  for t h e m  to  read aloud to  
younger  siblings. 

A child's view of g rowing  u p  for  readers aged 2 to  5. 

"I  do tile t h ings  t h i s  l i t t le  boy does, hut  I  can clenrz m y  room u p  - so 1'171 big." 
Reader #1357, 5 year old girI. 

" T h e  g i r l s  71ezrer tired of m y  readirzg th i s  s tory  to  t hem."  Parent of Readers 
#1357, #1358, 2 year old twin girls. 

" l t  w n s  n  s to ry  nbout  e z~erydny  t h i n g s .  It w n s  ngood book." Reader #1373,4 year 
old girl. 

T h e  i l lus trnt ions  " m n k e  m e  feel good". Reader #1137, 5 year old girl. 
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